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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NICHOLAS LARSON EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 05/23/2017 

The National Association of Flight 

Instructors is proud to announce that 

NAFI member Nick Larson has earned 

accreditation as a NAFI Master Flight 

Instructor. This is Larson’s third NAFI 

MCFI Accreditation.  

Born in Walnut Creek, California, 

Larson comes from a family of 

aviators, from U.S. Navy jet pilots to P-

38 World War II test pilots. His passion 

for flying began when he attended his 

first airshow in 1989 at March Air 

Force Base in southern California. 

After attending the Community College of Allegheny County for flight training, Larson began working at 

the College of Beaver County near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania for its Professional Pilot and Air Traffic 

Control Initiative Programs before moving to Florida. 

Larson joined Sunair Aviation, located in Leesburg, Florida, in 2009 where he became flight operations 

manager & Part 141 chief instructor pilot for all land and sea training programs. He also oversees 

Sunair's commercial air tour operations, veteran's  programs, and conducts new hire and yearly FAA Part 

141 instructor evaluation flight checks. Larson specializes in seaplane and multi-engine add-ons, 

instrument training, and Garmin G1000 transition courses. Sunair is an FAA approved 141 flight school 

for land and sea, FAA approved 136 Air Tour Operator, FAA approved CATS testing center, and the only 
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Veterans Administration-approved school in the United States that offers Part 141 seaplane training to 

veterans.  

 Since moving to Florida, Larson also spent some time flying corporate in King Air 90s, PC12s, and King 

Air 200s. With over 5300 hours of total logged flying time and 4100 hours of instructor time, he holds an 

ATP certificate for both single and multi-engine land, a type rating in the CL604, a commercial pilot with 

a single-engine sea rating, a Gold Seal CFI land & sea, CFII, MEI, AGI, IGI, and holds a sUAS certification. 

Larson is an active member of EAA, flies Young Eagles and participates in Pilot-n-Paws.  

Larson lives in Mount Dora, Florida with his wife Christie and their three dogs, Kyra, Jet, and Zoey.  

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor program is the longest running and most prestigious FAA accredited master flight instructor 

program in the industry. The NAFI Master Instructor accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of 

advanced professional standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight 

who demonstrate an ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI 

Master Instructor accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must 

have been a CFI for two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition candidates must meet and document 

activity in four NAFI Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional 

Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to 

increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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