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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JOSE R. VARGAS OTERO EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI. 06/25/2014 The National Association of 

Flight Instructors (NAFI) is proud to announce that NAFI 

member Jose Vargas Otero has earned accreditation as a 

NAFI Master Flight Instructor.  

José Vargas was born and raised in a small town in Puerto 

Rico called Guaynabo.  It was there where his enthusiasm 

and interest in aviation developed as he observed military 

fighters flying over his house in Puerto Rico. His full devotion 

was attained when he experienced a small flight in the Grand 

Canyon as part of a scenic tour. In 2001, at the age of 19, 

Vargas received his acceptance to Embry-Riddle 

Aeronautical University to pursue his airline pilot career. 

At Embry-Riddle, Vargas completed all his flight training 

along with a Bachelors of Science in Aeronautical Science 

degree.  In 2012, he completed a Master of Science in 

Aeronautics degree from the same institution. 

Since 2004, Vargas has been serving as an instructor pilot for his alma mater, Embry-Riddle.  He 

currently holds an ATP with ASEL and AMEL ratings, a Flight Instructor certificate with ASE, AME, & IA 

ratings, Ground Instructor certificate and over 4,500 hours of total aeronautical experience. In 2008, he 

became a Part 142 Training Center Evaluator (TCE) for Embry-Riddle; he continuously serves as a 

designee for the performance of practical tests for all courses. 

In 2008 he became the Assistant Training Manager for the Flight Standards team at Embry-Riddle; a job 

he conducts with passion while hiring and standardizing instructor pilots.  Vargas also is one of three 

Assistant Chief Flight Instructors and an adjunct professor for the Aeronautical Science Department.  

In addition to his work related duties, he is the President of IAMAW Local Lodge 501-Daytona Beach 

Pilots; a flight instructor union that remains in solidarity since 2001. 
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He is about to celebrate his 10th anniversary as a flight instructor with the accomplishment of his MCFI 

and is aspiring to reach new heights in his aeronautical career.   Vargas would like to give his gratitude to 

his family, especially to his grandfather, Leonides, his grandmother, Cecilia, and his Uncle Papo for their 

shared dreams of flight. 

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor program is the longest running and most prestigious FAA accredited master flight 

instructor program in the industry. The NAFI Master Instructor accreditation is earned by aviation educators based 

upon a system of advanced professional standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly 

recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and 

service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor accreditation is for two years and may be used to 

renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for two years and have given 1,000 hours 

of flight instruction. In addition candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI Master Instructor categories 

(Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

The National Association of Flight Instructors (NAFI) purpose is to establish and promote a high level of 

professionalism among aviation educators and to provide recognition for their contributions to aviation safety, 

education and training. NAFI members teach in 17 countries in flight schools, universities, FBO’s, corporate flight 

departments, the military and as independent flight instructors. Founded in 1967 NAFI works with industry and 

government to help shape the direction of flight training and to serve as a voice for flight instruction. For more 

information about NAFI or the NAFI Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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