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Notice 
 

The National Association of Flight Instructors nor Aeronautical Proficiency Training / 
FAASTeamTV do not provide technical or legal advice. Content is for general 
information and discussion only, and is not a full analysis of the matters presented. The 
information provided may not be applicable in all situations, and participants should 
always seek specific advice from the Federal Aviation Administration and/or 
appropriate technical and legal experts (including the most current applicable 
guidelines) before taking any action with respect to any matters discussed herein. 
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In June 2016,  the FAA replaced the Practical Test Standards for the Private Pilot Airplane certificate and the Instrument-Airplane rating with the corresponding Airman Certification Standards, or ACS. 

Revised versions of the ACS for the Private Pilot Airplane certificate and the Instrument Airplane rating, along with the first version of the ACS for the Commercial Pilot Airplane certificate, are in effect as of June 12, 2017.

This presentation offers a recap of the ACS for those who haven’t used it yet, and then it introduces and explains some of the key changes.



Overview – ACS Changes 
• Why, what, who? 

 

• What’s new in 2017? 
– Private Pilot Airplane – revised 
– Instrument Airplane rating – revised 
– Commercial Pilot Airplane – new 
– Modification of Slow Flight/Stall Tasks 

 

• How do I use the ACS? 
 

• What’s next? 
– ATP & AMT 
– Instructor 
– Rotorcraft/Powered Lift 

 

• Resources  
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Here are the topics we’ll cover.



Resources 
• Airman Testing Web Page 

– http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/ 
– http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/ 

 

• FAASafety.gov – ALC-449 
– www.faasafety.gov 

 

• Safety Alert for Operators – 17009 
– https://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/airline_operators/airline_safety/safo/all_safos/ 

• ACS Focus Team 
– 9-AVS-ACS-Focus-Team@FAA.gov 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let me start with a look at some of the resources the ACS team has created to support the ACS.
The FAA website’s Airman Testing web page is the go-to source. It includes:
The ACS for Private Pilot Airplane (PAR) certificate, the Commercial Pilot Airplane (CAX) certificate, and Instrument-Airplane Rating (IRA)
ACS Frequently Asked Questions
An ACS Brochure
An ACS PowerPoint presentation with notes
Sample private, commercial, and instrument knowledge tests
A What’s New in Airman Testing document that includes a list of subjects deleted from airman knowledge tests.
The FAA established the ACS Focus Team as the one-stop-shop for answering any questions not addressed on the Airman Testing web page. Please contact the ACS Focus Team directly if you need help. There is no need, and no requirement, to go through anyone else! Just send an email to the ACS Focus Team address and you will get a response from us. 
We hope you enjoy using the Airman Certification Standards, and we welcome your feedback and suggestions for continued improvement.

http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/
http://www.faasafety.gov/
https://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/airline_operators/airline_safety/safo/all_safos/
mailto:9-AVS-ACS-Focus-Team@FAA.gov


Airman Testing Web Page 



Houston, we have a problem… 
2011 Explosion 
Ill-advised changes to Fundamentals of Instructing 
knowledge exam led to skyrocketing failure rate. 
 

Aviation training community demanded action to address 
fundamental flaws in FAA certification testing, which 
drives the way industry conducts aviation training.  
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The ACS started in 2011 as a way to fix knowledge testing, which was criticized for being out of step with today’s operating environment. We asked for help from the aviation training industry experts whose names you will see later in this course. They started with the idea of a “Knowledge Test Standard,” or KTS, but found that we really needed a systematic approach to the overall airman certification system. We needed to:
Provide clear standards for the aeronautical knowledge elements listed in the regulations, and make sure that knowledge reflects things airmen really need to know for safe operation in the NAS. 
List specific, observable behaviors for risk management and aeronautical decision-making rather than just words in the introduction of the PTS. 
Consolidate overlapping Tasks in the PTS.
Tie the many “special emphasis” items listed in the PTS to knowledge and skill.
And last but not least, we needed to connect the standards for knowledge, risk management, and skill to FAA handbooks, to knowledge test questions, and to the practical test, which is the “final exam” for someone seeking an airman certificate or rating. 




Why Change? 
Longstanding systemic flaws 

For each airman certificate or rating, 14 CFR lists 
required areas of aeronautical knowledge and flight 
proficiency. 

• FAA developed the PTS to provide practical test 
performance metrics for flight proficiency in each Area 
of Operation and Task. 

• Each PTS includes a lengthy list of  largely undefined 
“special emphasis” areas. 

There has never been a corresponding set of defined 
“KTS” (knowledge test standards) metrics for the 
aeronautical knowledge elements tested via “the 
written” exam. 
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The ACS started as a way to improve knowledge testing.
As you know, the regulations list required areas of aeronautical knowledge and flight proficiency for each pilot or instructor certificate and rating.
Years ago, the FAA developed the Practical Test Standards (PTS) to provide practical test performance metrics for flight proficiency in each Area of Operation and Task. 
The PTS replaced the previous “flight test guides,” with the goal of ensuring a standardized approach to the practical test.
The PTS is still a very solid and sound approach. Over time, though, the PTS has acquired a number of “barnacles” – things like overlapping or redundant tasks, and a long and growing list of largely undefined “special emphasis” items in the introductory material.
There has never been a corresponding set of defined knowledge test standards – KTS -- metrics for the aeronautical knowledge elements tested via “the written” exam.




Why change? 

• Provide clear standards for aeronautical knowledge 
 

• List specific behaviors for risk management and ADM 
 

• Consolidate overlapping tasks in the PTS 
 

• Tie the many “special emphasis” items to knowledge and skill 
 

• Connect the standards for knowledge, risk management, and 
skill to guidance (H-series handbooks), to knowledge test 
questions, and the practical test  

 

• ACS started as a way to fix knowledge testing. 
• FAA and industry partners determined the need for a 

systematic approach that would:  
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Just to review why we made this change:
ACS development started in 2011 as a way to fix knowledge testing, which was criticized for being out of step with today’s operating environment. 
The FAA asked for help from the aviation training industry experts whose names you will see later in this presentation. 
They recommended a systematic approach to the overall airman certification system to achieve the goals you see here:
Provide clear standards for aeronautical knowledge
Make sure that knowledge reflects things airmen really need to know to operate safely. 
List specific, observable behaviors for risk management and aeronautical decision-making. 
Consolidate overlapping Tasks in the PTS.
Tie “special emphasis” items to knowledge and skill.
Connect the standards for knowledge, risk management, and skill to FAA handbooks, to knowledge test questions, and to the practical test. 




What is the ACS? 
Definition & integration of elements = comprehensive standard  

Aeronautical 
knowledge 

Know 

Aeronautical 
decision-making & 
special emphasis 

Consider 

Do 
PTS-based flight 
proficiency 
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The ACS is an enhanced version of the PTS. The PTS-to-ACS transition started on June 15, 2016. 
The ACS adds task-specific knowledge and risk management elements to each PTS Area of Operation/Task. The result is an integrated presentation of specific knowledge, risk management, and skill elements for each Task.
In summary, the ACS provides a single-source set of standards for both the knowledge exam and the practical test. Benefits. 
It clearly tells applicants, instructors, and evaluators what an airman must KNOW, CONSIDER, and DO to pass the knowledge test and the practical test for an airman certificate or rating.
It shows how the required knowledge, risk management, and skill elements for each Area of Operation/Task are connected.
It defines expectations and behaviors for risk management and connects them to specific Tasks.
It puts the “special emphasis” items from the PTS in the right context. 
The ACS approach enhances safety by making tests meaningful and relevant to actual operations and contributes to standardization in teaching and testing these concepts. 




What is the ACS? 

PA = Private Pilot Airplane 
(applicable ACS) 

I = Preflight Preparation       
(Area of Operation) 

D = Cross-Country 
Flight Planning                     
(Task) 

K4 = Elements of a 
VFR Flight Plan                
(Task Element) 

The ACS assigns a unique code 
to each element of knowledge, 
risk management, & skill 

ACS coding system 

PA.I.D.K4 
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One of the strongest tools that the industry team developed for the Airman Certification Standards framework is a coding system. 
The ACS assigns a unique code to each element of knowledge, risk management and skill.
Let’s take a look at what PA.I.D.K4 means:

PA = Private Pilot Airplane (defines applicable ACS)
I = Preflight Preparation (defines Area of Operation)
D = Cross-Country Flight Planning (defines Task)
K4 = Elements of a VFR Flight Plan (defines element)





Airman Certification System 

*The ACS is the single-source set of 
certification standards for both the 
knowledge exam and practical test.  
 
It integrates and connects 
certification standards for  
• Knowledge 
• Risk management 
• Skill 

Changes to Regulations, Policies, Procedures 

Test Questions Standards* Public Data 

Other Certificates / Ratings 

Guidance 

No more test 
questions on fixed 

card ADF 

A C S    c o d e s    e n a b l e    c o n t i n u o u s    a l i g n m e n t  



Who created the ACS? 
ACS arises from extensive FAA/industry collaboration 

• Industry-led development – the ACS has 
been developed, refined, and tested through 
three consecutive aviation training industry 
groups with diverse representation.  
 

• Public comment - the FAA established 
several dockets for the industry groups to 
receive public comments on the ACS. 
 

• Prototyping - the FAA and its industry 
partners conducted ACS prototype activities 
to test and refine the ACS for private pilot 
(airplane) and instrument rating (airplane). 
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The ACS reflects a great deal of input from industry experts, and from the public. 
The FAA has now used three groups of industry experts to develop, refine, and prototype the ACS. 
On behalf of industry working groups, the FAA twice established public dockets to receive public feedback on early ACS drafts. 
The working groups used those comments to refine the ACS, and also to develop a set of Frequently Asked Questions for the FAA website’s Airman Testing page.
With help from FAA and industry teams in Orlando and Seattle, we also conducted prototype testing of the Private Pilot Airplane and Instrument Airplane rating ACS before we introduced them in June 2016.





What’s New? 
June 2017: 
 
• First version of ACS for Commercial Pilot – Airplane 

 
• Updates to ACS for Private Pilot Airplane certificate and 

Instrument-Airplane Rating: 
 

– Incorporated corrections and changes suggested by 
stakeholders 

– Streamlined presentation by consolidating certain task 
elements 

– Standardized phrasing and sequence of certain task elements 
 

• Modified Slow Flight and Stalls Area of Operation in 
Private and Commercial Airplane ACS.  
 

• Documents published to the FAA website’s Airman 
Testing page with an effective date of June 12, 2017. 
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Now let’s talk about what’s new.  

This release includes the first version of ACS for Commercial Pilot – Airplane, which replaces the corresponding PTS.

It also includes the first updates to the ACS for the Private Pilot Airplane certificate and the Instrument-Airplane Rating. These updated versions:

Incorporate corrections and changes suggested by stakeholders
Streamline the presentation by consolidating certain task elements
Standardize the phrasing and sequence of certain task elements

There are also modifications to Slow Flight and Stalls Area of Operation in Private and Commercial Airplane ACS, which we will explain shortly. 

The effective date for all three documents was June 12, 2017. 




Maneuvering During Slow Flight in an Airplane 

Continuum of reducing aircraft speed and energy state of the aircraft: 
 
Normal flight operations: 
 

Slow flight -  Operation at the bottom of the normal flight regime -- develops the notion that the stall warning 
device indicates an abnormal situation that needs to be addressed. 
 
 

Abnormal flight operations: 
 

Flight between the stall warning and the stall (up to the critical angle of attack). Part of stall prevention training 
is to respond to the warning and return to normal flight. Maneuvering flight in this area is not tested under the 
ACS. 
 
  

Emergency flight operations: 
 

Full stall and recovery training includes slowing/loading to the break in the stall through the full recovery.  The 
testing standard for stall recovery is appropriately separate from the slow flight standard. 

What’s the Story on Slow Flight? 

Please see FAA-H-8083-3B - Airplane Flying Handbook Chapter 4 - https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/airplane_handbook/ 
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Before we look at the specific changes, let’s look at the big picture. 
This slide summarizes the FAA’s approach to the overall Slow Flight and Stalls Area of Operation.
It provides a conceptual framework for understanding how these elements relate to each other, and to real-world flight operations. 
In the continuum of reducing aircraft speed and energy state of the aircraft, slow flight is part of normal flight operations, and includes the speeds a pilot might use in the approach and landing sequence.
Flight between the stall warning and the actual stall moves into abnormal flight operations. Part of stall prevention training is to respond to the warning and return to normal flight. The ACS does not test maneuvering flight in this area.
An unintentional stall constitutes emergency flight operations. Full stall and recovery training includes slowing/loading to the break in the stall through the full recovery. The testing standard for stall recovery is appropriately separate from the slow flight standard. 




How do I use 
the ACS? 

 

• Read the entire document! 

• Lengthy notes in individual PTS Tasks 
have been integrated into the 
appropriate Appendix. 

• The ACS also places introductory 
material from the PTS in specifically 
focused appendices.  

– Some have been updated. 
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Now let’s review tips for using the ACS. 
As you may have seen with the original ACS documents, the ACS improves the presentation of important information. 
Often-overlooked introductory material in the PTS has been relocated to specifically focused appendices.
Roles, responsibilities, and expectations are clearly defined.
Lengthy notes in individual PTS Tasks have been integrated into the appropriate appendix.
In the June 2017 versions, the FAA and industry partners have worked to better align appendix material across the ACS documents.





How do I use the ACS? 
Area of Operation 

Task 

Elements 

References 
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Next we will review using the ACS.
Just like the PTS, the ACS is divided into Areas of Operations, Tasks, and Elements.
The FAA has updated the IACRA tables to match the ACS.




How do I use the ACS? 

20 

A Task within an Area of Operation applies to all classes in the category – in this case, the 
airplane category – unless the Task title includes a limitation.  

The evaluator’s Plan of Action must include all Areas of Operation and Tasks that apply to the 
category and class of the aircraft brought to the test. 
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In the ACS, a Task within an Area of Operation applies to all classes in the category unless the Task title includes a limitation. 
As the example shows, a seaplane applicant would not be tested on Task D. Taxiing. Instead, this applicant would be tested on Task E, Taxiing and Sailing.
Otherwise, an evaluator must include each Task in the Plan of Action. It is acceptable to combine Tasks when it makes sense to do so, as long as each required element is evaluated.



How do I use the ACS? 

If the Task includes 
sub-elements, the 
evaluator may select 
an appropriate sub-
element to assess.  
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As this illustration shows, some ACS Tasks include sub-elements, which are coded with a lower-case alphabet letter.
If the Task includes sub-elements, the evaluator may select an appropriate sub-element (e.g., weight & balance) to satisfy the requirement for at least one knowledge element.



How do I use the ACS? 
Evaluator’s Plan of Action must include:  
 
• At least one Knowledge Element 
• At least one Risk Management Element 
• All Skill  Elements from required Tasks 
• All subjects missed on the knowledge test 

 
– The evaluator may use Task Elements from missed knowledge test subjects 

to meet the minimum requirement for one Knowledge and one Risk 
management element. 
 

– The evaluator has the discretion to select additional elements if the 
knowledge test report or the applicant’s response to questions indicates 
weakness in a given Task. 
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Just to recap, the evaluator’s written Plan of Action must include: 
At least one Knowledge Element
At least one Risk Management Element
All Skill  Elements from required Tasks
All subjects missed on the knowledge test
The evaluator may use Task Elements from missed knowledge test subjects to meet the minimum requirement for one Knowledge and one Risk management element.
As with the PTS, evaluators have the discretion to select additional elements if the knowledge test report or the applicant’s response to questions indicates weakness in a given Task. 






How do I use the ACS? 

As with the PTS, the evaluator’s Plan of 
Action should combine Tasks and Task 
Elements to create an efficient, 
scenario-based test. 

The ACS should not make either the 
oral portion or the flight portion of 
the practical test any longer than it 
was with the PTS. 
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The Plan of Action should combine Tasks and Task Elements to create an efficient, scenario-based test.
The ACS should not make either the oral portion or the flight portion of the practical test any longer than it was with the PTS.





Using ACS Codes 

PA = Private Pilot Airplane 
(applicable ACS) 

I = Preflight Preparation       
(Area of Operation) 

D = Cross-Country Flight 
Planning                  
(Task) 

K4 = Elements of a 
VFR Flight Plan      
(Task Element) 

The ACS assigns a unique code 
to each element of knowledge, 
risk management, & skill 

ACS coding system 
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One of the strongest tools that the industry team developed for the Airman Certification Standards framework is a coding system. 
The ACS assigns a unique code to each element of knowledge, risk management and skill.




Using ACS Codes 

Current State 

Future State 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FAA is already using the ACS codes to ensure that the standards for knowledge, risk management, and skill are aligned with guidance material and test questions. 
That means that all active knowledge test questions for the private pilot airplane, the commercial pilot airplane, and the instrument-airplane rating exams have been aligned with the corresponding ACS.
The FAA’s current knowledge test management system does not have the capability to print ACS codes. For now, you will continue to see Learning Statement Codes on the Airman Knowledge Test Report.
As we will explain on the next slide, though, you can still use the ACS codes to make retraining and retesting of missed knowledge test items more efficient.



Using ACS Codes 
There is no one-to-one correlation between LSC (PLT) codes, which are anchored in a variety of reference documents, and ACS codes, 
which are unique to ACS task elements. It is thus not possible to provide a cross-reference, but instructors and evaluators can still 
benefit from the ACS coding system. Here’s how:   

• Use the Learning Statement Code 
Reference Guide to associate the 
missed knowledge PLT code(s) on 
the Airman Knowledge Test Report 
with a subject area. For example: 
 

• PLT003 Calculate aircraft 
performance – CG 
 

• Perform a word search in the ACS, 
and use the results to 
retrain/retest the applicant’s 
knowledge in the context of 
specific Tasks.  

Presenter
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As you probably know, there are a lot of Learning Statement Codes. Because they are linked to references, they are difficult to manage and apply in a consistent way. 
By contrast, each ACS code is tied to a unique Task Element in the standard itself.
Because of this difference, there is no one-to-one correlation between the Learning Statement Codes and the ACS codes. 
As you heard on a previous slide, though, all active knowledge test questions for the private pilot airplane, the commercial pilot airplane, and the instrument-airplane rating knowledge tests have been aligned with the corresponding ACS. 
As the example on this slide shows, that means that applicants, instructors, and evaluators can look up the Learning Statement Codes listed on the Airman Knowledge Test Report, and use the subject area to do two things:
Narrow the scope of material for retraining and retesting
Retrain and evaluate that material in the context of the appropriate Areas of Operation and Tasks.



What’s Next for the ACS? 

Aircraft Mechanic 
Certificate with 
Airframe and/or 
Powerplant ratings  

FAA & ACS Working Group members will 
jointly determine priority for development of 
ACS in additional categories/classes and 
certificates/ratings.  

In development: 
 
Airline Transport Pilot (Airplane) 

 
 
 

 

Instructor (Airplane) 
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So what’s next?
The FAA and its industry partners on the ACS Working Group are still developing Airman Certification Standards for the Airline Transport Pilot (airplane) and the Instructor (airplane) certificates.
In 2016, we also started work on an ACS for the Aircraft Mechanic Certificate with Airframe and/or Powerplant ratings.
Once we complete this work, we will be in a position to use these foundational ACS documents as the template for expansion to other certificates and ratings. 




ATP ACS 
Challenges: 

• Certification vs Type Rating 

• ATP Certification Training Program 

• Standards for certification (not training) 

• Moving the Notes to Appendices 

 

Status: 

• FAA has developed the initial draft 

• ACS WG Industry representatives will review 

• Public comment opportunity 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several challenges with the development of the ATP/Type Rating ACS. 

One challenge that is unique to this ACS is that the evaluation standards in the PTS have served two purposes – initial ATP certification and initial type rating qualification. When you add the knowledge elements to the evaluation standard, they don’t necessarily apply to a type rating evaluation. Unless the initial ATP certification is done concurrently with a type rating, the need for evaluating elements missed on the knowledge test for a type rating, for example, is not necessary because a knowledge test is not required. How we structure the tasks and draft the guidance for use will be critical.

Along those same lines, we now have required training for the multiengine ATP certificate, which is a prerequisite to taking the knowledge test. This will be the FAA’s first opportunity to capture the knowledge elements for the ATP CTP in particular in a standards document for those pilots. Unlike other certificates, there is a greater difference in what a pilot must know between single-engine and multiengine class ratings.

Another challenge is ensuring we stick to establishing the evaluation standards – not the training standards. There may be areas that could or should be trained, but are not areas that require evaluation. While the document can help with training program development, it is not necessarily all-inclusive.

Finally, the ATP PTS has a significant number of notes – more than other PTS documents. With the existing ACS documents, those notes have been captured in the appendices. We intend to do the same with this ACS, but the volume and nature of the notes is large and is taking quite a bit of time to make sure they are captured appropriately. 



Instructor ACS 
Challenges: 

• Make it practical! 

• Structure – “different breed of cat” 

• Risk management – teach AND do 

Status 

• ACS WG completing initial draft 

• FAA/Industry team will review 

• “Tabletop” prototype ahead 

• Public comment opportunity 



Instructor ACS – Sneak Preview 



Instructor ACS 
Section 1 – Fundamentals of Instructing 
Section 2 – Ground Instructor 
Section 3 – Flight Instructor – Airplane 

I. AOO – Fundamentals of Instructing 
II. AOO – Technical Subject Areas 
III. AOO -  Preflight Preparation 
IV. AOO – Preflight Lesson on a Maneuver to be Performed in Flight 
V. AOO – Preflight Procedures 
VI. AOO – Airport & Seaplane Base Operations 
VII. AOO – Takeoffs, Landings, & Go-Arounds 
VIII. AOO – Fundamentals of Flight 
IX. AOO – Performance Maneuvers 
X. AOO – Ground Reference Maneuvers 
XI. AOO – Slow Flight, Stalls, & Spins 
XII. AOO – Basic Instrument Maneuvers 
XIII. AOO – Emergency Procedures 
XIV. AOO – Multiengine Operations (to be developed) 
XV. AOO – Postflight Procedures 



Instructor ACS 
AOO Objective Knowledge Risk Management Skill 

I 
Fundamentals 
of Instructing 
(Tasks A to F) 

To determine that the applicant 
understands the elements of BLANK 
and demonstrates the ability to 
apply that knowledge in delivering 
ground and/or flight instruction. 

The applicant demonstrates 
understanding of: 

The applicant demonstrates 
the ability to identify and 
mitigate the risks arising 
from: 

The applicant demonstrates the ability to: 

AOO Objective Knowledge Risk Management Skill 

II 
Technical 
Subject Areas 
(Tasks A to O) 

To determine that the applicant 
understands the elements of BLANK 
and demonstrates the ability to 
apply that knowledge in delivering 
ground and/or flight instruction. 

The applicant demonstrates 
instructional knowledge by 
describing and explaining: 
  
-- Some “IAW referenced 
Task” 

The applicant demonstrates 
the ability to identify and 
mitigate the risks arising 
from: 
  
-- Some (e.g., B,C) are 
“intentionally left blank” 
-- Some  (e.g., D) aligned with 
wording in CAX 
-- Some (e.g., F) “IAW 
referenced Task” 

The applicant demonstrates the ability to: 
  
A/B/D/E/F/G/H/J/K/L/M/N/O  
Deliver instruction on BLANK in accordance with the 
referenced Task  
  
C - Prepare simulated logbook entries… 
  
I - Provide a pre-takeoff briefing… 

IV Preflight Lesson 
(Task A) Same Same Same 

Deliver instruction on the selected maneuver, using teaching 
methods and aids that incorporate K1 through K3 above as 
appropriate. 

V 
Preflight 
Procedures 
(Tasks A to F) 

Same Same 

Same 
*Elements as noted in the 
Referenced Task 
  
R2 Instructional risks 
associated with BLANK. 

The applicant demonstrates the ability to: 
  
S1: Demonstrate and simultaneously explain BLANK as noted 
in the referenced Task. 
  
S2:  Analyze and correct simulated common errors related to 
BLANK, to include those stipulated in Kxx through Kxx above. 



Instructor ACS - FOI 
AOO Objective Knowledge Risk Management Skill 

I 
Fundamentals of 
Instructing 
(Tasks A to F) 

To determine that the applicant 
understands the elements of BLANK 
and demonstrates the ability to apply 
that knowledge in delivering ground 
and/or flight instruction. 

The applicant demonstrates 
understanding of: 

The applicant demonstrates 
the ability to identify and 
mitigate the risks arising from: 

The applicant demonstrates the ability to: 



Instructor ACS 



Instructor ACS 
AOO Objective Knowledge Risk Management Skill 

II 

Technical 
Subject 
Areas 
(Tasks A to 
O) 

To determine that the 
applicant understands 
the elements of BLANK 
and demonstrates the 
ability to apply that 
knowledge in delivering 
ground and/or flight 
instruction. 

The applicant 
demonstrates 
instructional 
knowledge by 
describing and 
explaining: 
  
-- Some “IAW 
referenced Task” 

The applicant 
demonstrates the 
ability to identify 
and mitigate the 
risks arising from: 
  
-- Some (e.g., B,C) 
are “intentionally 
left blank” 
-- Some  (e.g., D) 
aligned with 
wording in CAX 
-- Some (e.g., F) 
“IAW referenced 
Task” 

The applicant demonstrates the ability 
to: 
  
A/B/D/E/F/G/H/J/K/L/M/N/O  
Deliver instruction on BLANK in 
accordance with the referenced Task  
  
C - Prepare simulated logbook entries… 
  
I - Provide a pre-takeoff briefing… 



Instructor ACS 



FAA & ACS Working Group members will jointly determine priority for development of ACS in 
additional categories/classes and certificates/ratings.  

372 

Rotorcraft and Powered Lift 

Presenter
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So what’s next?
The FAA and its industry partners on the ACS Working Group are still developing Airman Certification Standards for the Airline Transport Pilot (airplane) and the Instructor (airplane) certificates.
In 2016, we also started work on an ACS for the Aircraft Mechanic Certificate with Airframe and/or Powerplant ratings.
Once we complete this work, we will be in a position to use these foundational ACS documents as the template for expansion to other certificates and ratings. 
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Let’s close with a look at some of the resources the ACS team has created to support use of these documents.
The FAA website’s Airman Testing web page is the go-to source. It includes:
The ACS for Private Pilot Airplane (PAR) certificate, the Commercial Pilot Airplane (CAX) certificate, and Instrument-Airplane Rating (IRA)
ACS Frequently Asked Questions
An ACS Brochure
An ACS PowerPoint presentation with notes
Sample private, commercial, and instrument knowledge tests
A What’s New in Airman Testing document that includes a list of subjects deleted from airman knowledge tests.
The FAA established the ACS Focus Team as the one-stop-shop for answering any questions not addressed on the Airman Testing web page. Please contact the ACS Focus Team directly if you need help. There is no need, and no requirement, to go through anyone else! Just send an email to the ACS Focus Team address and you will get a response from us. 
We hope you enjoy using the Airman Certification Standards, and we welcome your feedback and suggestions for continued improvement.
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Let’s close with a look at some of the resources the ACS team has created to support use of these documents.
The FAA website’s Airman Testing web page is the go-to source. It includes:
The ACS for Private Pilot Airplane (PAR) certificate, the Commercial Pilot Airplane (CAX) certificate, and Instrument-Airplane Rating (IRA)
ACS Frequently Asked Questions
An ACS Brochure
An ACS PowerPoint presentation with notes
Sample private, commercial, and instrument knowledge tests
A What’s New in Airman Testing document that includes a list of subjects deleted from airman knowledge tests.
The FAA established the ACS Focus Team as the one-stop-shop for answering any questions not addressed on the Airman Testing web page. Please contact the ACS Focus Team directly if you need help. There is no need, and no requirement, to go through anyone else! Just send an email to the ACS Focus Team address and you will get a response from us. 
We hope you enjoy using the Airman Certification Standards, and we welcome your feedback and suggestions for continued improvement.
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Polk State College 
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Florida Institute of Technology 
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Savvy Aircraft Maintenance 
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SAFE 

Sportys Academy 

UAA 

UND 

Thanks to Aviation Community Partners! 
Current and Past Aviation Community Participants 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we wrap up, it is very important to recognize and thank all those who have worked so hard on the ACS framework.
This slide lists the individuals and organizations in the aviation community who have contributed to the development of the ACS since this project started in 2011. 
Please join us in thanking these dedicated members of the community for their enormous contributions. 



Questions? 
 

• Airman Testing Web Page 
– http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/ 
– http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/ 

 

 
• ACS Focus Team 

– 9-AVS-ACS-Focus-Team@FAA.gov 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s close with a look at some of the resources the ACS team has created to support use of these documents.
The FAA website’s Airman Testing web page is the go-to source. It includes:
The ACS for Private Pilot Airplane (PAR) certificate, the Commercial Pilot Airplane (CAX) certificate, and Instrument-Airplane Rating (IRA)
ACS Frequently Asked Questions
An ACS Brochure
An ACS PowerPoint presentation with notes
Sample private, commercial, and instrument knowledge tests
A What’s New in Airman Testing document that includes a list of subjects deleted from airman knowledge tests.
The FAA established the ACS Focus Team as the one-stop-shop for answering any questions not addressed on the Airman Testing web page. Please contact the ACS Focus Team directly if you need help. There is no need, and no requirement, to go through anyone else! Just send an email to the ACS Focus Team address and you will get a response from us. 
We hope you enjoy using the Airman Certification Standards, and we welcome your feedback and suggestions for continued improvement.
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WELCOME to MentorLIVE!



FAA WINGS Course Link 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Earn WINGS Credit!



Course Evaluation 

Notice 
 

The National Association of Flight Instructors nor Aeronautical Proficiency Training / 
FAASTeamTV do not provide technical or legal advice. Content is for general 
information and discussion only, and is not a full analysis of the matters presented. The 
information provided may not be applicable in all situations, and participants should 
always seek specific advice from the Federal Aviation Administration and/or 
appropriate technical and legal experts (including the most current applicable 
guidelines) before taking any action with respect to any matters discussed herein. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After the course we appreciate your input!
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thanks for your time and attention!  Take care!
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