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Presented by Robert Terry, Airmen Testing 

Branch, Aviation Safety Inspector, Operations



Robert Terry
• Aviation Safety Inspector, Operations

• 13 years with the FAA

▪ 6 years in the Airman Testing Branch

▪ 4 years at the FAA Academy as an instructor

▪ 3 years in the Will Rogers District Field Office 

• Certificates/Ratings

▪ Multiengine ATP, with N265 (Sabreliner Type Rating)

▪ Commercial Pilot, Airplane Single-Engine Land, Instrument 

Airplane

▪ Certified Flight Instructor: Airplane SEL, MEL, Instrument 

Airplane

▪ Gold Seal 

▪ Ground Instructor: Advanced, Instrument



Airman Certification System

• Why change from PTS to ACS?

• What is the ACS?

• How does the ACS work?

• The Appendices

• New Testing Information

• The ACS Working Group

• Resources 
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Why change?
• ACS started in 2011, as a way to update knowledge testing.

• FAA and industry partners determined the need for a systematic 
approach that would: 
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• Provide clear standards for aeronautical knowledge

• List specific behaviors for risk management and 
ADM

• Consolidate overlapping tasks in the PTS

• Tie the many “special emphasis” items to 
knowledge and skill

• Connect the standards for knowledge, risk 
management, and skill to guidance (H-series 
handbooks), to knowledge test questions, and the 
practical test 



Who created the ACS?

• Industry-led development – the ACS has been 
developed, refined, and tested through three 
consecutive aviation training industry groups 
with diverse representation. 

• Public comment – the FAA established several 
dockets for the industry groups to receive 
public comments on the ACS.

• Prototyping – the FAA and its industry 
partners conducted ACS prototype activities 
to test and refine the ACS for private pilot 
(airplane) and instrument rating (airplane).
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ACS arises from extensive FAA/industry collaboration



What is the ACS?
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Airman Certification Standards

• “Enhanced” version of the Practical Test 

Standards (PTS) – ACS replaces the PTS

• Adds task-specific knowledge and risk 

management elements to each PTS Area 

of Operation/Task

• Result:

– Integrated presentation of specific 

knowledge, risk management, and skill 

elements for each Task

– Single source set of standards for both 

knowledge exam and the practical test



Airman Certification System
Changes: Regulations, Policies, Procedures, Feedback   

TestingStandards Change Management

Alignment as appropriate with other Certificates / Ratings

Guidance

A C S    c o d e s    e n a b l e    c o n t i n u o u s    a l i g n m e n t

Combined certification 
standards for  knowledge, 
risk management, and skill

Rules, H-series 
handbooks, Advisory 
Circulars, other FAA 
information sources

Knowledge exam, oral 
and practical tests for 
issuance of certificate 

or rating

Awareness, Desire, Knowledge, Ability, Reinforcement 
via disciplined change management plan with 

associated communications strategy

Safety Continuum

Knowledge exam questions are 
meaningful, relevant, aligned 
with standards and guidance. 

Oral and practical tests are 
more focused and more 
efficient. 
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What is the ACS?

Are you using the correct ACS?

Do you have the most current 
edition?

You can check the currency of 
your ACS by going to the Airman 
Testing Branch’s webpage at 
www.faa.gov/training_testing/te
sting/acs/.  
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https://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/


What is the ACS?

The next couple of pages in 
the ACS contain the following 
sections:

• Acknowledgements

• Availability

• Foreword
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What is the ACS?
Below is the Revision History section of the Commercial Pilot –
Airplane ACS.

Notice the dates.
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What is the ACS?

Record of Changes Page

Private, Instrument, and 
Commercial
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What is the ACS?
Major Enhancements Page

• This is where you will find 
changes that are beyond just 
editorial changes.

• This will include new testing 
areas, and other changes that 
will affect the knowledge and 
practical tests.

15



What is the ACS?
Table of Contents
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What is the ACS?
Introduction

• Airman Certification 
Standards concept

• Using the ACS

• ACS Code on Airman 
Knowledge Test Report 
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How do I use the ACS?

Evaluator’s Plan of Action must include:

• At least one Knowledge Element

• At least one Risk Management Element

• All Skill Elements from required Tasks

• All subjects missed on the knowledge test (if applicable)

• The evaluator may use Task Elements from missed knowledge 
test subjects to meet the minimum requirement for one 
Knowledge and one Risk management element.

• The evaluator has the discretion to select additional elements if 
the knowledge test report or the applicant’s response to 
questions indicates weakness in a given Task.
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What is the ACS?
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Definition & integration of elements = comprehensive standard 

Aeronautical

knowledge

Know

Aeronautical 

decision-making 

and special 

emphasis

Consider

Do
PTS-based 

flight 

proficiency



How do I use the ACS?
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ACS-The Appendices  

• 1: The Knowledge Test, Eligibility, Prerequisites, and Testing Centers

• 2: Knowledge Test Procedures and Tips

• 3: Airman Knowledge Test Report

• 4: The Practical Test-Eligibility and Prerequisites

• 5: Practical Test Roles, Responsibilities, and Outcomes

• 6: Safety of Flight

• 7: Aircraft, Equipment, and Operational Requirements & Limitations

• 8: Use of Flight Simulation Training Devices (FSTD) and Aviation Training 
Devices (ATD); Airplane Single-Engine, Multiengine Land and Sea

• 9: References

• 10: Abbreviations and Acronyms
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ACS-The Appendices 
Appendix 1: The Knowledge Test, Eligibility, Prerequisites, and 
Testing Centers

• Knowledge Test Description

• Knowledge Test Table

• Knowledge Test Blueprint

• English Language Standard

• Knowledge Test Requirements

• Knowledge Test Centers

• Knowledge Test Registration
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ACS-The Appendices 

Appendix 2: Knowledge Test Procedures and Tips

• Acceptable materials for the knowledge test

• Test tips

• Cheating or other unauthorized conduct

• Testing procedures for applicants requesting special accommodations
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ACS-The Appendices
Appendix 3: Airman Knowledge Test Report

• Airman knowledge test report

• No more embossed, raised seal

• FAA Knowledge Test Question Coding

• Applicant name considerations for the 

Airman Knowledge Test Report (AKTR) 

and the Practical Test Application Form
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ACS-The Appendices
Appendix 4: The Practical Test-Eligibility and Prerequisites

• Here you will find the specific 14 CFR part 61 testing requirements
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ACS-The Appendices
Appendix 5: Practical Test Roles, Responsibilities, and 
Outcomes

• Applicant, Instructor, and Evaluator Responsibilities

• Possible Outcomes of the Test

• Testing after Discontinuance or Unsatisfactory Performance

• Practical Test Checklist (Applicant)

• Added Ratings Task Tables

• Removal of the “Airplane Multiengine VFR Only” Limitation

• Removal of the “Limited to Center Thrust” Limitation

26



ACS-The Appendices

Appendix 6: Safety of Flight

• General

• Stall and Spin Awareness

• Use of Checklists

• Use of Distractions

• Positive Exchange of Flight Controls

• Aeronautical Decision-Making, Risk Management, Crew Resource 
Management, and Single-Pilot Resource Management

• Multiengine Considerations

• Single-Engine Considerations

• High Performance Aircraft Considerations
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ACS-The Appendices
Appendix 7: Aircraft, Equipment, and Operational Requirements 
& Considerations

• Aircraft Requirements & Limitations

• Operational Requirements, Limitations, & Task Information

• Performance and Ground Reference Maneuvers

• Slow Flight and Stall

• Emergency Operations

• Multiengine Operations

• Engine Failure During Flight (by reference to instruments)(AMEL, 
AMES)

• Instrument Approach and Landing with an Inoperative Engine 
(simulated)(by reference to instruments)(AMEL, AMES)
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ACS-The Appendices

Appendix 8: Use of Flight Simulation Training Devices (FSTD) 
and Aviation Training Devices (ATD): Airplane Single-Engine, 
Multiengine Land and Sea

• Use of FSTD

• Use of ATD

• Credit for time in an FSTD

• Credit for time in an ATD

• Use of an FSTD on a practical test
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ACS-The Appendices

Appendix 9: References

This appendix contains all the reference materials that will be found 
in the Reference Lines of all of the Tasks
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ACS-The Appendices

Appendix 10: Abbreviations and Acronyms

We have tried to cover all the abbreviations and acronyms you will find in the document
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Other Testing Information
ACTS Contract

Began on January 13, 2020

• All Applicants must have an FAA Tracking Number (FTN) 

• The raised embossed seal is no longer used

• ACS Codes on the appropriate knowledge test reports

• Misplaced test reports
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Other Testing Information

ACS Development

There are many more ACSs in development at this time:

• Mechanic for General, Airframe and Powerplant

• Helicopter/Rotorcraft

• Private, Instrument, Commercial, ATP, and Instructor

• Airplane

• Flight Instructor

• Powered-Lift

• Instrument, Commercial, ATP, and Instructor

• Other
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Thanks to Aviation Community Partners!
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Current and Past Aviation Community Participants:

AOPA

Airlines for America (A4A)

ALPA

AnywhereEducation Inc.

AABI

AMFA

Aviation Research Training & 

Services

ASA

ATEC

Bell Helicopter

Boeing

CAE

Cessna Pilot Centers

CAPA

Dreamworks LTA

ERAU

FedEx Express

Flight Safety International 

GAMA

Gleim

FedEx

Florida Institute of Technology

Florida State College 

Honeywell

Jeppesen

King Schools

Kitty Hawk

L3

Leonardo

Liberty University

Mary Schu Aviation 

NATA

NAFI

NBAA

Navy Technologies

Oxford Flying Club

Paul Alp, CFI

Polk State College

Redbird Simulations

RACCA

Robinson Helicopters

Savvy Aircraft Maintenance

Satcom Direct

SAFE

Soaring Society of America

Sportys Academy

Terrafugia

UAA

UND



Resources

• Airman Testing Webpage:

• www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/

• www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/

• FAASafety.gov – ALC-449:

• www.faasafety.gov

• Airman Testing Branch Email:

• afs630comments@faa.gov
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http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/
http://www.faa.gov/training_testing/testing/acs/
http://www.faasafety.gov/
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Save the Date!

Presented by Josh Harnagel
CFI, CFI-I, MEI

Redbird Flight Simulations VP of Marketing 

Join us for next month’s MentorLIVE, December 

16th at 8:00 p.m. ET 

Leveraging Simulation 

for Instructor 

Onboarding and 

Standardization



Thanks for Watching!

Notice:
The National Association of Flight Instructors or Aeronautical Proficiency Training do not provide 
technical or legal advice. Content is for general information  and discussion only, and is not a full 
analysis of the matters presented. The information provided may not be applicable in all situations, 
and participants should always seek specific advice from the Federal Aviation Administration and/or 
appropriate technical and legal experts (including the most current applicable guidelines) before 
taking any action with respect to any  matters discussed herein.




