
 

 
For more information contact: 

John Niehaus 
Director of Program Development 

National Association of Flight Instructors 
(269) 355-6500 

jniehaus@nafinet.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MATTHEW SAWYER EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 9/19/2022 The 

National Association of Flight Instructors is 

proud to announce that NAFI member 

Matthew Sawyer has earned accreditation 

as a NAFI Master Flight Instructor.  

Like many pilots, Sawyer’s interest in 

aviation started at a young age. His 

grandmother would drive him and his 

sister to his parent’s business where they 

would pass a billboard every day 

advertising Air Force pilot careers. The 

billboard posed the question, “Why not 

you?” From that time, Sawyer knew he 

wanted to fly airplanes. 

Sawyer’s passion for aviation grew over the years and he was able to take his first flight in a Beechcraft 

Bonanza with a family friend when he was a teenager. Upon graduating from high school, Sawyer 

earned his private pilot certificate at Portsmouth International Airport at Pease in New Hampshire. His 

instructor introduced him to the Vermont Technical College (VTC) Professional Pilot Technology Program 

in Williston, Vermont. Sawyer enrolled in the spring of 2016 and earned his Bachelor of Science degree 

in May of 2019. Along the way, Sawyer earned his CFI, CFII, MEI, and SES certificates and ratings. 

Sawyer was offered full time employment at Vermont Flight Academy (VFA) after graduating from VTC. 

He has created custom training syllabi for the Part 61 and 141 training courses at VFA, helped re-write 

its standard operating procedures, and most recently, helped VFA purchase a new Tecnam P92. The P92 
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is the first new airplane VFA has owned, and is the most fuel efficient and training-oriented aircraft in 

VFA’s fleet.  

Sawyer has held multiple positions at VFA including front office staff, flight instructor, and lead flight 

instructor. Currently he serves two roles — assistant chief flight instructor and director of operations. He 

intends to continue building on VFA’s operations and lead the path forward to better, more economical 

and environmentally friendly flight training. Sawyer’s passion for general aviation runs deep and he 

hopes to leave a positive impact on the industry throughout his career. 

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in thirty countries, are dedicated 

to increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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