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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MICHAEL JOHNSON EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION
KALAMAZOO, MI — 11/11/2020
The National Association of Flight
Instructors is proud to announce that
NAFI member Michael Johnson has
earned accreditation as a NAFI Master
Flight Instructor. This is Johnson’s
third

NAFI

Master

Instructor

accreditation.
Johnson has been flying since 1974
and has flown a multitude of airplanes
and helicopters. He is a former Chief
Pilot and Director of Training for a U.S.
airline.

He also has years of

experience in Part 135 air carrier
operations, including fixed and rotorwing operations. Starting his aviation
life competing in aerobatics, Johnson
performed at airshows across the southern United States. At a young age, he won the 1979 Texas State
Aerobatics competition, which he said in today’s terms equals a national championship in the Unlimited
Class. His first airline job was as a line pilot for Texas International Airlines (which became Continental
Airlines).
Johnson left aviation to serve more than 11 years on active duty in U.S. Marine Corps Force
Reconnaissance, most of which were in the Middle East. He is a highly decorated combat veteran,

having been awarded seven personal military decorations for valor, more than 15 other decorations,
earning the coveted “dual cool” USMC Recon designation of being parachute and SCUBA qualified and
having earned a seven-time expert rifle qualification and a six-time pistol expert qualification.
Leaving the Marine Corps, he returned to aviation and, as a professional pilot, worked in all facets of
aviation including airlines, charters, flight instruction, banner towing, tour industry, EMS, ENG and much
more.
Johnson holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Professional Aeronautics from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University (ERAU), as well as a Master of Science degree in Aeronautical Science (also from ERAU). A
published aviation author, Johnson has written 10 flight training books and multimedia software
packages published commercially and sold through national chains, such as Barnes and Noble. Johnson
holds an FAA Airline Transport Pilot Certificate, and a FAA Gold Seal Flight Instructor certificate. He was
one of the first Cessna Factory Authorized Instructors (CFAI) for the Garmin G1000 glass cockpit system.
He holds airplane single- and multi-engine, land and sea ratings, as well as rotorcraft helicopter. His
flight instructor credentials include airplane single and multi-engine, rotorcraft helicopter, as well as
instrument instructor in airplanes and helicopters. Johnson also has both Advanced and Instrument
Ground Instructor certificates.
The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional
standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an
ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor
accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for
two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI
Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity).
Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs,
corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to
increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students
working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to
improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight
instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI
Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org.

