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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

LEO “DIMPLES” BURKE EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 6/21/2021 The National 

Association of Flight Instructors is proud to 

announce that NAFI member Leo “Dimples” Burke 

has earned accreditation as a NAFI Master Flight 

Instructor.  

Burke has pursued aviation since joining the Civil Air 

Patrol as a teenager. His first solo was in an airplane 

in July 1986. He earned his private pilot certificate in 

January 1987.   He has honed his skills and 

continued to add experiences and ratings. He has 

been a flight instructor since 2008 and added his 

CFII on January 1, 2021. His most recent solo was in 

June 2021, in a Schweizer TG-7A motor glider – he is 

currently pursuing his commercial glider and glider 

CFI ratings.  

Burke volunteers as a CAP check pilot, instructor 

pilot and mission pilot. He conducts primary flight training for 15-to 20-Year-old cadets; as well as G1000 

transitions and mission pilot skills to adult members.  He is a colonel in the CAP, having commanded at 

the squadron, group and wing levels. He has amassed nearly 1800 flight hours volunteering with CAP – 

including almost 650 hours of dual instruction given.   

In 2006, Burke was the aircraft commander of the first CAP aircrew to be awarded the 1st Air 

Force/AFNORTH Commander’s Award for the CAP Mission of Distinction. In 2019, he was named 

Michigan Wing’s Distinguished Aviator.   
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A good deal of his 3100+ hours of flying are unusual. He has flown hundreds of Search and Rescue, 

Homeland Security and Disaster Relief Missions.  

As a reserve deputy sheriff in Macomb County, MI, he has also volunteered as an instructor, chief of 

training and safety for the Sheriff’s Aviation Reserve Unit since 2008.   

Burke also specializes in providing instruction in all models of Navion aircraft.   

As soon as they are tall enough to reach the pedals, he intends to teach both of his grandsons how to 

fly.    

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to 

increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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