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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JORGE SIERRA RODRIGUEZ EARNS NAFI MASTER GROUND INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION

KALAMAZOO, MI — 5/19/2021 The National
Association of Flight Instructors is proud to
announce that NAFI member Jorge Sierra
Rodriguez has earned accreditation as a NAFI

Master Ground Instructor.

Sierra's dream of flying began at a very young
age. He had a mentor who instilled a taste for
aviation as a job and lifestyle. At 18, he started
his career as a student pilot in Colombia. In
2011, he won a scholarship to an aviation
school in Kissimmee, Florida. He completed his
FAA Commercial Pilot multi-engine license and
returned to Colombia, where he was hired at
21 years old as a First Officer for Avianca
Airlines. He flew the Airbus 320 and 330 and

started flying the Boeing 787 in early 2015. By

2018, he was chosen as a B-787 Instructor for

Flight Training Device and Ground School. Working closely with flight standards and training, Sierra has
been participating in developing recurrent training programs, evaluations, and courses designed for B-
787 pilots. He is currently a Subject Matter Expert in aircraft and special operations for the airline.
During the Covid-19 crisis, Sierra led the training and instruction of the flight crew members selected to
do the first flight in the airline's history from Colombia to China to transport medical supplies. He was

also one of the members of the flight crew.
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Sierra holds an FAA ATP license with an A-320 type rating, FAA Advanced and Instrument ground
instructor, and remote pilot certificate. Additionally, he has an ICAO ATP License and ICAO Instructor
License for Full Flight Simulator, Aircraft Systems and Operations, Aerodynamics, Aviation Weather,

Navigation, and Human Factors.

He continued his academic education while working as a pilot instructor. In 2020, he obtained a
bachelor's degree in Business Administration and was admitted to the Master of Business
Administration in Aviation program at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University; he expects to graduate by
October 2022. Sierra also graduated from U.S. DOT as an Advanced Safety Officer and Advanced Air

Accident Investigator.

In 2022, the Colombian Association of Civil Aviators chose him to represent over 700 pilots of Colombia
as Delegated Pilot Instructor at the U.S. World Aviation Training Summit. He was also hired by the

worldwide provider of simulation-based training, CAE, as a B-787 Full Flight Simulator Instructor.

He said he is proud to have joined the FAA Safety Team, Latino Pilot Association, Professional Pilots of
Tomorrow, MRAeS of the Royal Aeronautical Society, and a new member of the National Association of

Flight Instructors.

Sierra is passionate about flight training, education, training systems design, aviation curriculum
development, learning management systems, and adult learning. He sees himself in the future as a pilot

and instructor for a U.S. Legacy carrier, and actively participating in the industry as a CBTA/EBT expert.

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional
standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an
ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor
accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFl for
two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity).

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs,
corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to
increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students
working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to
improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight
instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org.
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