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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JAY SEWARD EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 2/23/2021 

The National Association of Flight Instructors is 

proud to announce that NAFI member Jay 

Seward has earned his first accreditation as a 

NAFI Master Flight Instructor.  

Jay Seward is a retired U.S. Air Force pilot with 

3600 hours in the T-37, B-52, T-38 and FB-

111A.  In the latter two, he served as an 

instructor pilot.  In 1983 he earned his CFI 

through the Andrews AFB Aero Club.  In 1992, 

he left the Strategic Air Command for duty as 

Chief of Safety and then Operational Support 

Squadron Commander in the newly 

reorganized Air Education and Training 

Command Flying Training Wing structure.  In 

these roles he became immersed in airfield 

operations, TRACON and Tower operations, 

and academic instruction.   

After a 15-year non-flying diversion into other Air Force command and staff jobs he rekindled his love of 

“slipping the surly bonds” while running an Air Force ROTC unit.  Upon 30-year retirement from active 

duty, he taught high school classes for nine years as an Air Force JROTC instructor in Irmo, SC.  In both 

these ROTC jobs he flew pro bono flights with his students and taught private pilot ground school.  In 

2008 he added CFII to his ticket and began flight instructing on a more routine basis, becoming 

essentially a full-time independent contract instructor in 2018.  He has ratings in gliders and seaplanes in 
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addition to his multiengine experience.  His GA instruction is in C-172’s, PA-28s, PA-38s, M-20s, and 

AA5s, several of which he has owned.  Before COVID he was flying with private pilot and advanced 

students and doing CFI/CFII training.   

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to 

increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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