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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

GORDON LANDALE EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 4/14/2022 The 

National Association of Flight Instructors 

is proud to announce that NAFI member 

Gordon Landale has earned accreditation 

as a NAFI Master Flight Instructor.  

Landale was first introduced to flying by 

his dad in the early 1980s. He said his 

father’s passion for history and airplanes 

stuck with him, but it wasn’t until 2013 

when he finally had the time and money 

to learn to fly. As an active-duty soldier, 

Landale traveled around quite a bit, 

earning his PPL in North Carolina, 

Instrument and Commercial in California, 

CFI in Texas and CFII in Virginia. 

Initially, he had no plan to move past his private pilot to simply enjoy the art of flying. With the 

encouragement from other pilots, Landale soon began to pursue additional. When he retired from the 

Army in 2017, Landale started to think of making aviation his second career with the initial goal of 

getting all instructor ratings, then building the time required to move to the airlines. Once he began 

working as an instructor, he soon realized how much he enjoyed flight instructing and working through 

the tough times with students while helping them pursue their dreams.  

Landale credits a few people who helped him along the way: To his students, “I learned just as much 

from you”; To his dad, “thanks for giving me the bug”; To some great mentors, Yusuke Kusajima, Dave 

Gildart, Jen Watson, Anton Salemeh, Erik Box, Doug Yurovich and Bob Hepp; and to the great friends, 
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colleagues and fellow instructors, “thanks for always pushing me to be better!” Lastly to his wife and 

kids, “thank you for putting up with me always looking up!” 

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to 

increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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