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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

CHRIS ANDERSON EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 3/30/2021 The 

National Association of Flight 

Instructors is proud to announce that 

NAFI member Chris Anderson has 

earned accreditation as a NAFI Master 

Flight Instructor. This is Anderson’s 

11th NAFI Master Accreditation. 

Anderson was flying before he could 

walk.  Growing up in an aviation 

family around grass strips and Bell 

47s, Anderson followed his dad into 

aviation.  He started flying 

professionally in 1986 at a charter 

operation. After pumping down the 

gear and a couple of engine failures, he quit that job and started Progressive Air and taught full-time 

until finding a job at a better charter company. Hanging around airports and flying at nearly every 

opportunity led to a job for a Fortune 100 company flying Falcons and Challengers, and teaching in a 

couple of area flying clubs.   

Somewhere in there, he says he met a wonderful woman who is mostly tolerant of his aviation 

addiction.  They have been married for 31 years they have three children. 

Of course, he says, just as the fun began, the company downsized the flight department leading him to a 

small airline flying DC-9s and Boeing 717s.  After a stint bopping from right seat to left seat, the 

commercial operation became a victim of mergers in the late 2000s.  By this point Anderson had settled 

in southern Wisconsin with 20 years of CFI experience and a fresh DPE certificate.  He started restoring 
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his Citabria in the home garage, in between work and teaching.  It only took 13 years to move the plane 

out of the garage. 

After the airline gig, Anderson found himself back in the corporate wording flying Hawkers and 

Challengers. He was also teaching for a “non-profit” Part 61/141 flight school. He then revived 

Progressive Air, Inc. and started teaching and giving check rides independently. Working with two of his 

best A&P mechanics, Anderson helped restored a couple of Bell 47s. 

He holds an ATP pilot certificate with airplane, helicopter, glider, seaplane and gyroplane rating.  As a 

DPE in airplanes and helicopters he has conducted over 2,100 check rides. 

Anderson can be found at fly-in pancake breakfasts and every summer at EAA AirVenture.  Beyond work, 

his hobbies include flying, talking to sparkplugs and filling out IACRA paperwork.  His favorite passenger 

is his son’s dog, a mutt named Bendix King.   

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to 

increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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