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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JOHN COOPER EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 5/4/2020 

The National Association of Flight Instructors is 

proud to announce that NAFI member John 

Cooper has earned accreditation as a NAFI 

Master Ground Instructor. 

In 1956, Cooper was only 5 years old when his 

family flew from Albuquerque, NM to upstate 

New York on a DC-6 type airliner. The Captain 

asked if he wanted to come up to the cockpit. He 

put me on his lap as the turboprop cruised above 

the clouds. That was it... he was going to be a 

pilot.  

It took Cooper a while to come back to that 

dream, but he bought a Cessna 150 in 1976 and earned his private license in Paris, TX. Cooper went on 

to Flight Safety in Vero Beach, FL to finish up Instrument, Commercial, and CFI. After that, he taught 

Private, Commercial, and, Instrument pilots while flying air freight in a Cherokee Six. With a MEI, he 

earned a job running the multi engine rating course for a company in Miami, FL in 1979 - 1980. 

He was then able to serve in a PA 31 Navajo as Captain for Devoe Airlines, a Twin Otter as First Officer 

for Rocky Mountain Airways, and then a Metroliner for Pioneer Airlines out of Denver, CO. 

Unfortunately, Continental chose a competitor for their Continental Express, and the company went out 

of business. 
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Flash forward to 2018 when a friend approached him with a flying opportunity if he could get his 

medical and get current. The medical never came through, but Cooper was resolved to get back into 

aviation as a Ground Instructor. For the last year he has been the Ground Instructor for ATP CFI 

Academy in Arlington, TX.  

Cooper has always had a great sense of fulfillment when seeing students come back from a check ride 

with a smile from ear to ear. Cooper says “watching them make it is what drives me to be the best 

Ground Instructor I can be.” 

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in 30 countries, are dedicated to 

increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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