
 

 
For more information contact: 

John Niehaus 
Director of Program Development 

National Association of Flight Instructors 
(269) 355-6500 

jniehaus@nafinet.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ALVIN CHUNG EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 2/16/2024 The 

National Association of Flight 

Instructors is proud to announce that 

NAFI member Alvin Chung has earned 

accreditation as a NAFI Master Flight 

Instructor.  

Chung’s fascination with aviation 

started as a child through his father’s 

work as a gate agent for a major airline. 

Chung’s fascination with flight grew as 

he traveled the world flying standby 

with his family. His father, a private 

pilot, would explain aerodynamics, winglets, and flaps to his son, pointing from the window seat.  

At age 14, Chung joined the Civil Air Patrol and gained early flight experience, which helped him achieve 

his first solo flight at age 16 in 2016. Chung's experience with the Civil Air Patrol and Salt Lake City 

International Airport led to advocating for a United Service Organization (USO) lounge there, which was 

established in February 2022.  

A few months prior, Chung had earned his flight instructor certificate. He teaches private students and 

students at the Utah Civil Air Patrol. Chung has a student pass rate of more than 90 percent and is a 

Gold Seal flight instructor. Chung’s teaching philosophy is about investing time to know his students 

inside and out the airplane. He believes sharing the love for aviation is what teaching is all about. 

“Teaching isn’t about getting me hours to my next job,” he said. “It’s about showing others that you care 

about their experience, and they do better because of it.”  
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Chung also works in hospitality and tourism development in the Moab, Utah area while continuing to 

build his aviation skills. He has assisted a Part 135 tourism company expand and is helping to set up 

partnerships with other tourism projects. 

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in thirty countries, are dedicated 

to increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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