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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ANDY JONES EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI — 9/15/2022 The 

National Association of Flight Instructors 

is proud to announce that NAFI member 

Andy Jones has earned accreditation as 

a NAFI Master Flight Instructor.  

Jones dreamed of flight from a young 

age. At five years old, he recalls waiting 

for the Air National Guard A-8s and F-

111s to fly over his home, a small farm 

in eastern Kentucky. He spent childhood 

days reading books about aircraft design 

and the history of aviation, searching for 

information and firsthand accounts that 

would make him feel as if he were a part of it all. 

Everything changed when he experienced his first flight at the age of eighteen. During his senior year of 

high school, his football coach and mentor, Mike Stanley, offered to take him for a flight in a Cessna 172. 

To say he was hooked was an understatement. After years of educating himself on what it would feel 

like to fly in an aircraft, it was everything he had dreamed it would be. Jones knew then that aviation 

would present him with the mental and physical challenges that he yearned for, and that he would do 

anything to become a pilot himself. 

Another dozen years would pass before he was able to pursue his boyhood dreams of flight. In 2003, 

Jones earned his private pilot certificate and promptly put it to use chasing down $100 hamburgers. As 

his family grew, he stepped away from aviation for a few years before returning to the cockpit in 2011. 
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With a renewed passion for aviation, as well as the time and resources needed, he put a plan together 

of continuous learning. "If I was going to fly my family around, I needed to maintain as near as possible a 

professional program of regular flying and continuous improvement," Jones said. “Any pilot takes on the 

responsibility for the safety of those he is transporting so I knew I needed to be the best I could be. 

That’s where the idea of being a “perpetual student” came from. I wanted to keep learning and keep 

growing.” 

Jones began his self-imposed program to become a "perpetual student” and placed an emphasis on 

cultivating new skills while simultaneously developing upon what he had already learned. Part of this 

program involved pursuing additional ratings. He holds ATP ratings for ASEL and AMEL, commercial 

ASES, CFI, CFII, MEI, Advanced Ground Instructor, FAA Gold Seal Flight Instructor, and Remote Pilot 

(SUAS). He has shifted his focus to upgrading the ASES to an ATP, as well as adding a commercial 

helicopter rating in the near future. 

Jones instructs advanced ratings, especially pilots seeking to add or upgrade to instrument and/or 

multiengine ratings. He finds great personal gratification collaborating with pilots who have similar 

mindsets to his own. "My desire to constantly learn new skills and knowledge carries directly over when 

I am sitting in the right seat,” he said. “We all should be perpetual students in aviation, after all, it is 

called a license to learn." 

Outside the cockpit, Jones is deeply engaged in the aviation community. He actively participates and 

supports a myriad of organizations, from preserving the machines of aviation's greatest generation with 

the Commemorative Air Force, to supporting diversity and inclusion efforts by funding scholarships for 

his local chapter of Women in Aviation International. He serves as a board member for the Cleveland 

National Airshow, and participates as a volunteer pilot for Young Eagles and public benefit flights 

through PALS and Lifeline Pilots. 

 

Beyond aviation, Jones serves as CEO of a cybersecurity organization headquartered in Cleveland, Ohio. 

He has been married for 26 years to the love of his life with whom he shares three wonderful daughters. 

Jones is an active cyclist and a participant in annual charity bike rides supporting cancer patients and 

their families. 

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor Accreditation is earned by aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional 

standards and peer review. The accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an 

ongoing commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master Instructor 



 

accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. Applicants must have been a CFI for 

two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In addition, candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI 

Master Instructor categories (Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

Members of the National Association of Flight Instructors work as independent instructors, at flight schools, universities, FBOs, 

corporate flight departments and in the military. Since 1967, NAFI and its members, who teach in thirty countries, are dedicated 

to increasing and maintaining the professionalism of flight instruction. NAFI members influence active pilots daily: students 

working to become pilots, current pilots training to advance their skills with new ratings or certificates and pilots who seek to 

improve their skills with recurrent training. NAFI also serves as an advocate with industry and government as a voice for flight 

instruction. NAFI helps shape the current and future direction of flight training. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI 

Master Instructor program call 866-806-6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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